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whole   atmosphere   is   gradually changing,  but we   have   yet
to see how this will modify the. old belief.     Speaking broadly
and excluding  Europeanized   societies, it may be   said  that
nowhere as yet in India has morality become essential to the
credibility of a divine narrative.    Perhaps, indeed, the cburse
of ideas in modern India may never lead up to this necessity,
and the Hindus may retain their primitive notions of malignant
deities as being reasonably in accordance -with the perceived
analogies   of   nature,   and   as  furnishing   quite   as   good   an
explanation of the prevalence  of evil  in  this world  as  any
hitherto discovered by philosophers.     For Mill's conclusion,
that of accepting a Divinity, but doubting  His omnipotence,
is, whatever he may say to the contrary, a kind of philosophic
return toward the idea of popular polytheism,  a distribution
of  divine powers.     And the  main practical objection to its
becoming popular is that it in no way satisfies the religious
feeling of desire for perfect trust  and dependence   which is
peculiar to Christianity and Islam.      In Hinduism also this
feeling is universal, but vague and indefinite, not belonging
necessarily to the conception of the gods.    That belief in a
moral purpose and a just Providence should be rooted in the
Hindu mind, side by side with all these absurd mythologies, is
only one of the numerous anomalies natural to polytheism, which
should neither derange nor confirm any theory about the origin
of the mythology.     Yet the  co-existence in the  same  coxn-
inumty of irrational and monstrous myths with sublime con-
ceptions of the ways of G-qd toward men htas not only been
marked as a puzzling contradiction, but has been used as evi-
dence that the source of divine myths was never really religious
belief, that it is .to be found in metaphoric expressions.    It
seems  to  have  been  argued  that   because   Euniseus in  the
Odyssey speaks reasonably and reverentially of God, therefore
Ms generation could not actually have invented or believed the
Tandigrtified  and  scandalous   stories  about   the  gods.     And
consistency is saved by the theory that the scandalous stories
were only distorted Nature myths.    Nevertheless it is quite
certain'and open to proof that a pagan will invent and worship
the most indefensible   gods, and will   simultaneously believe